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Please Note:

1) This course is fully online, at no time are you required to be in Toronto.
2) Lectures recordings will be provided if you can’t attend during class time. However,
it is STRONGLY recommended you attend lecture.

Lecture Time: Mondays & Wednesdays from 6:10-8pm

Lecture Zoom Link: https://utoronto.zoom.us/j/81587725582
*Lecture recordings will be posted 24 hours after each lecture ends
(links can be found on Quercus).

Professor: Dr. Mitch Mclvor
Email: mitchell.mcivor@utoronto.ca
Online Office Hours: 8-8:30pm on Mondays and Wednesdays (same link as lecture)
Teaching Assistant: Ori Gilboa, MA

1. Pre-Requisites:

The prerequisite for taking this course is SOC100. Students without this prerequisite will be
removed from the course without notice by the department.

2. Course Overview:

This course uses a Sociological approach to understand current Canadian society, Canada’s place
in global politics, and how Canadian social issues and policies compare to the issues and policies
of other countries around the world. The topics considered in the course include economics,
politics, happiness, health and mental health care, crime and punishment, tolerance for diversity,
education, and more. The most current Canadian research and global comparative research are
explored to ensure students leave with a thorough scientific/empirical awareness of where
Canada is, where it is going, and what they think the best policies for Canada are moving forward.

3. Course Objectives:

(1) To learn about Canada in an international context;

(2) To hone critical thinking skills;

(3) To improve writing skills;

(4) To improve scientific literacy for the purpose of making evidence-based decisions and
recommendations (i.e. applying scientific research to life outside academia);

(5) To have an enjoyable learning experience.

4. “Textbook” /Readings/Assigned Material:

There is no textbook to buy for this course or any other materials you must purchase. In order
to keep the course free to you, Professor Mclvor will provide all materials required on
Quercus.


https://utoronto.zoom.us/j/81587725582
mailto:mitchell.mcivor@utoronto.ca

5. Course Evaluation & Requirements:

Assessments

Ttem Worth Anticipated Due
Average
a. Lecture Attendance.................. 5% 4.7/5 Associated OW ith each
(94%) lecture, 0.5% Each (1 free
miss allowed)
b. Research Article..................... 15% 10.2/15  Tuesday, May 20"
(68%) (Thursday, May 22" with grace
period)
c. Peer Marking of First Drafts...... 10% 9.4/10 Friday, May 30th
(94%) (Sunday, June 1 with grace
period)
d. Reflection on Peer Marking....... 15% 11.7/15 Friday, June 6th
(78%) (Sunday, June 8th with grace
period)
e. Revised Research Article.......... 30% 20.4/30 Friday, June 13™
(68%) (Sunday, June 15th with grace
period)
f. Final Test...........ccceeveiunnnnn. 25% 17/25 Monday, June 16
(68%) (June 29th with grace period)
TOTAL 100% 73.4%

4a. Lecture Attendance (0.5% each, 5 Total)
We will take attendance at each lecture and each is worth 0.5% of your final grade.
Attendance will be taken at a random time during lecture and you must attend lecture in full
to receive the points.

Missing Lecture. Since there are 11 lectures and we take your top 10 grades, each student is
allowed to miss lecture once with no penalty. If you miss more than 1 lecturel then the
weight of each additional missed lecture (0.5% each) is shifted to the final test. No other
accommodations are offered than providing one free miss and shifting the weight of
additional misses to the final.

Lecture attendance is important, especially in a discussion based course like this one. This
attendance system provide flexibility by allowing one free miss and by not penalizing or
losing marks for further misses by shifting the weight to the final test.

4b. Research Article

Due Date:_The research article is due Tuesday, May 20", However, a free, no questions
asked grace period is provided until Thursday, May 22", Please note that failure to submit
the research article by this time will result in the inability to participate in the peer marking
component on the class (i.e. to receive peer feedback, to give peer feedback, and to do the
peer reflection). If your paper is not received by Thursday, May 22" then the 25% that goes




towards peer marking and the peer marking reflection will automatically be shifted to the
final test.

Instructions: The main assignment in this course is a research article. For this assignment,
you will:

1. Mandatory: choose a research question about Canada that is of interest to you;

2. Recommended: use social media and other media (YouTube, newspapers, non-
profits, research institutes, magazines, books, etc.) to develop hypotheses for your
question;

3. Recommended: validate the hypotheses from step #2 using empirical research from
academic journal articles and Statistics Canada (or other reliable government
sources) to assess their validity;

4. Mandatory: and, finally, use empirical evidence to arrive at the best conclusion or
answer to your question given current research.

The first draft of your research article is expected to be 3.5-4 double spaced pages (not
including cover page, works cited, and appendix). The structure of the article can take the
following form (it can also take other form you prefer, this is provided just as a
recommendation to help if you need it):

Paper Component Page Length Page #
Introduce your research question Half of a page 1
Present media hypothesis #1 Half of a page

Validate media hypothesis #1 Half of a page )
Present media hypothesis #2 Half of a page

Validate media hypothesis #2 Half of a page 2.5
Answer research question empirically 1 page 25-35
Conclusion Half of a page 4
Works Cited No limit, include all sources

consulted as well as all sources
cited in text and in appendix.
Appendix Include all tables, graphs, and
other relevant data. Ensure you
cite where the data/table/graph
comes from.

Further instructions and a grading rubric will be provided in class and on Quercus closer to
the due date.

4c: Peer Marking of First Drafts (10% of your final grade)
This course requires you to read and provide feedback to your peers on your research article
first drafts. Your peer marking/feedback does not determine your grade on the assignment,
your grade is determined by the course TA grading of the draft. We nonetheless do the peer
marking for a few reasons:

1. Peer feedback provides you with additional comments and recommendations in order
to improve your work for the final draft; you will gain insight from the unique
perspective each peer offers you.

2. The experience provides you insight into the grading process that the TA’s go
through when grading your work, which will help you understand the grading process
better and, by doing so, help prepare you for the final draft better. Most students



never directly experience what it is like for TAs to undergo the grading process, this
will give you that experience and teach you how to better analyze your own drafts
using the grading rubric.

3. This experience lets you learn from your peers and gain more understanding of issues
affecting Canadian society through the unique questions, research, and perspectives
of your peers.

4. Finally, this experience provides you a better understanding of how the quality of
your work compares to that of your peers so that you can better understand the grade
you are given in relation to your peers.

Your grade for this component of the course is determined by how many of your peers’ work
you review. Each first draft is 3.5-4 pages long, you are given 3 minutes per page to read it
plus 3 minutes to fill out the rubric and provide feedback, which means you are given 15
mins total to read each one. This is the same amount of time given to TAs to read and grade
a paper of this length. The number of papers you need to review, how long it is expected to
take you to do that number of papers, and the grade associated with each number of papers is
below. It is up to you (i.e., it is your choice) how many papers you review.

Number of First Drafts/Papers Expected Time | Grade Associated with
Reviewed Required this number of papers
Less than 3 Peer Drafts/Papers 0-30 mins 0%
5 Peer Drafts/Papers 1 hour & 15 mins 65%
6 Peer Drafts/Papers 1 hour & 30 mins 67%
7 Peer Drafts/Papers 1 hour & 45 mins 69%
8 Peer Drafts/Papers 2 hours 71%
9 Peer Drafts/Papers 2 hours & 15 mins 73%
10 Peer Drafts/Papers 2 hours & 30 mins 75%
11 Peer Drafts/Papers 2 hours & 45 mins 77%
12 Peer Drafts/Papers 3 hours 79%
13 Peer Drafts/Papers 3 hours & 15 mins 80%
14 Peer Drafts/Papers 3 hours & 30 mins 82%
15 Peer Drafts/Papers 3 hours & 45 mins 84%
16 Peer Drafts/Papers 4 hours 86%
17 Peer Drafts/Papers 4 hours & 15 mins 88%
18 Peer Drafts/Papers 4 hours & 30 mins 89%
19 Peer Drafts/Papers 4 hours & 45 mins 90%
20 Peer Drafts/Papers 5 hours 91%
21 Peer Drafts/Papers 5 hours & 15 mins 92%
22 Peer Drafts/Papers 5 hours & 30 mins 93%
18 Peer Drafts/Papers 5 hours & 45 mins 94%
19 Peer Drafts/Papers 6 hours 95%
20 Peer Drafts/Papers 6 hours & 15 mins 96%
21 Peer Drafts/Papers 6 hours & 30 mins 97%
22 Peer Drafts/Papers 6 hours & 45 mins 98%
23 Peer Drafts/Papers 7 hours 98%
24 Peer Drafts/Papers 7 hours & 15 mins 99%
25 Peer Drafts/Papers 7 hours & 30 mins 100%




Further instructions about the peer grading will be provided closer to the process beginning
in class and on Quercus.

Peer grading MUST be done during the peer grading portion of class (May 23-May30th or
June 1% with free, no questions asked grace period). If for extenuating circumstances like
illness, accessibility needs, etc. you are unable to participate in the peer grading portion of
the course then this and the reflection portion of your grade will shift to the final test.

4d: Reflection on Peer Marking (15% of your final grade)
1 week after the peer marking is completed you will be asked to complete a 5 double spaced
page reflection (not including cover page and the works cited page if you choose to have
one) on the peer marking process. The structure of the reflection will be as follows:

. Page Page
Question to Reflect on & Answer Length #

What did marking your peers work teach you about the grading
process? In what ways did it better prepare you for how your final
draft will be graded? In other words, are you approaching the writing
of your final draft differently given this experience?

In what way or ways was the feedback you received from your peers
helpful? What did you learn and/or what was the most important take
aways you received from the peer feedback that will assist you with
your final draft?

In what way or ways was the feedback you received from your peers
NOT helpful? What kind of feedback did you not find useful or ~1 Page 3
helpful and why?

Do you feel the peer grading process provided you a better sense of
how your work compares to your peers and where your work fits in
the grade distribution of the class? Did it the process give you a better
sense of your writing’s strengths and weaknesses? Why or why not?
This is an open question that allows you freedom to discuss here
whatever aspects of the peer marking process you wish. The general
question is: How do you feel about the peer grading process now that
it is completed? Conclude with whether you think the process was
worthwhile or whether it should be abandoned in future versions of
the class.

~1 Page 1

~1 Page 2

~1 Page 4

~1 Page 5

4e: Research Article Final Draft (30% of your final grade)
For the final research article draft, you are asked to incorporate the feedback of the grading
TA and your peers to prepare a final research article. The final draft has the same
components as the first draft, but you are given an additional 1 page to build on the original
draft to strengthen the article as a whole meaning it is 4.5-5 double spaced pages long.
Further instructions and a grading rubric will be provided in class and on Quercus closer to
the due date.

4f: Final Test (25% of your final grade):
The final test is open on Monday June 16™ and is due by the end of the day. However, I
provide a no-questions asked grace period until Tuesday, June 24", which means as long as



we receive your test by Tuesday June, 24" by 11:59pm then no late penalties will be
deducted.

Each lecture (minus lecture 1) we will choose a research question to contribute to the final
test question pool, this means there will be 10 possible questions for the final test. From
those 10 questions you will choose 2 of them and write an answer where you draw empirical
conclusions about the question. Each answer will be a minimum of 2.5 double spaced pages
and a maximum of 3 double spaced pages (anything over 3 pages will NOT be read and will
NOT contribute to your grade on the question)—formatting= Times New Roman, 12 point
font, normal margins. A works cited and a title page (both do not contribute to the page
limit) is required for each question; the title page should use the question text as your title
and otherwise should include only your name.

5. Course Policies & Important Information for Students:

5-i: Re-Grade Requests:
To request a re-grade you must write 1-2 pages explaining the reason and rationale for
requesting a higher grade and justify why you believe you deserve a higher grade using the
rubric, your paper, and other evidence you deem appropriate. You email this to Professor
Mclvor and he will review your paper. Please be advised, your paper grade can go up or

down in this process and the typical result of re-grades is usually a 1-3% adjustment up or
down.

5-ii: Late Paper Policy:
For the research article, final test, and peer reflection assignments there is a 2% per day
late penalty that is applied for each day after the grace period ends.

For the peer marking no late assignments are accepted and failure to do the assignment
results in the weight of the peer marking and peer marking reflection shift to the final test.

5-iii: Quercus:
Quercus will be an important resource during this class. Lecture notes and recordings will
be posted on Quercus. Assignments will be submitted and graded on Quercus. Finally, the
primary means of communication in the course is the announcement function on Quercus.
In other words, you need to make sure you check Quercus often and, at least, twice per
week.

5-iv: Lectures:
You MUST attend or review all of the lectures to do well in this course. Students are

responsible for being aware of what is said in lectures (including administrative
announcements).

5-v: Zoom Room Etiquette:
Every student has a role to play to make the lecture a conducive environment to learning for
two hours every class. If you have a question, please raise your hand using the appropriate
button on zoom before unmuting yourself. Please also do not distract other students in the
chat with comments that are not about lecture, comments about lecture in the chat are fine.

5-vi: Academic Dishonesty:
University policy on academic dishonesty must be strictly followed and cheating will not be
tolerated. Academic dishonesty entails of misrepresentation by deception or other



fraudulent means and has serious consequences, e.g. the grade of zero on an test or
assignment, loss of credit with a notation on the transcript (notation reads: ‘Grade of F
assigned for academic dishonesty’), and/or suspension or expulsion from the university. It
is your responsibility to understand what constitutes academic dishonesty. You should
familiarize yourself with the University of Toronto’s Code of Behaviour on Academic
Matters
(https://www.academicintegrity.utoronto.ca/#:~:text=What%20does%20it%20mean%20to,
respect%2C%20responsibility%2C%20and%20courage;
https://www.artsci.utoronto.ca/current/academic-advising-and-support/student-
academic-integrity).

5-v: Emails:
PLEASE BE ADVISED: Email should NOT be the primary means through which you have
guestions answered in the course. If you have questions about the course, the preferred
method to receive answers is by posting your question to the “questions about the course”
discussion board. If your question is of a personal or private nature, and/or it is not
answered through the above channels then you can email the Professors and/or the lead
TA’s your question at the course email. For emails, please note the below procedures:

e Emails will typically be answered within 72 business hours (i.e. not including
weekends), but the more emails we get the longer it will take (hence why it is
important to check the syllabus/slides/FAQ sheets and to try to attend office hours
instead if possible).

e For security reasons, you MUST use your university associated email.

e Finally, please follow appropriate etiquette for our professional context—have an
appropriate opening (ex: Hi, Good morning, etc.) and closing (ex: Thank-you, Sincerely,
etc.), use proper spelling and grammar, and avoid using acronyms (ex: ttyl, fwiw, imo,
asap, etc.).

5-vi: Accessibility Accommodations:
If you have a disability or health consideration that may require accommodations,
Accessibility Services is your home base for support. It is important to contact the office as
soon as possible so that accommodations for your needs are in place before classes start.
All information about your disability is confidential and won’t be shared with units outside
of Accessibility Services without your consent. Accessibility services can be contacted by e-
mail (www.accessibility.utoronto.ca) or alternatively you can reach them by phone at 416-
978-8060. If you require an accommodation, please forward the instructor your AS letter of
Academic Accommodations as soon as possible. If you require accommodation for writing
quizzes, the tests or the final assessment you MUST register with Accommodated Testing
Services (ATS). You need to let ATS know at least 14 days prior to the term work due dates
in order to be eligible for accommodations.

5-vii: Free Mental Health and/or Other Support:
UofT’s My Student Support Program (My SSP) provides students with real-time and/or
appointment-based confidential, 24-hour support for any school, health, or general life
concern at no cost.
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5-viii: Other Accommodations:
Your college registrar’s office is there to support you in the event of an illness, personal, or
family related emergency or issue that is hindering your success as a student. If there is an
ongoing issue that hinders your studies, please contact your registrar as they will be able to
connect you with appropriate resources and supports and can provide documentation to
your instructors that will aid in receiving accommodations.

5-ix: Turn-It-In:
Students will be required to submit their course essays to the University's plagiarism
detection tool for a review of textual similarity and detection of possible plagiarism. In
doing so, students will allow their essays to be included as source documents in the tool's
reference database, where they will be used solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism.
The terms that apply to the University's use of this tool are described on the Centre for
Teaching Support & Innovation web site (https://uoft.me/pdt-faq).

Assignments not submitted through Turnitin will receive a grade of zero (0 %), unless a
student instead provides, along with their position paper, sufficient secondary material
(e.g., reading notes, outlines of the paper, rough drafts of the final draft, etc.) to establish
that the paper they submit is truly their own. The alternative (not submitting via Turnitin) is
in place because, strictly speaking, using Turnitin is voluntary for students at the University
of Toronto.

5-x: ChatGPT & Other Al:
Students are encouraged to make use of technology, including generative artificial
intelligence tools, to contribute to their understanding of course materials. While students
may use artificial intelligence tools, including generative Al, in this course as learning aids or
to help produce assignments. However, students are ultimately accountable for the work
they submit. Students may choose to use generative artificial intelligence tools as they
work through the assignments in this course, but this use must be documented in an
appendix. The documentation should include what tool(s) were used, how they were used,
and how the results from the Al were incorporated into the submitted work. Any content
produced by an artificial intelligence tool must be cited appropriately. Many organizations
that publish standard citation formats are now providing information on citing generative
Al (e.g., MLA: https://style.mla.org/citing-generative-ai/).

5-xi: Missed Deadlines & Tests:
Students are encouraged to make use of technology, including generative artificial
intelligence tools, to contribute to their understanding of course materials. While students
may use artificial intelligence tools, including generative Al, in this course as learning aids or
to help produce assignments. However, students are ultimately accountable for the work
they submit. Students may choose to use generative artificial intelligence tools as they
work through the assignments in this course, but this use must be documented in an
appendix. The documentation should include what tool(s) were used, how they were used,
and how the results from the Al were incorporated into the submitted work. Any content
produced by an artificial intelligence tool must be cited appropriately. Many organizations
that publish standard citation formats are now providing information on citing generative
Al (e.g., MLA: https://style.mla.org/citing-generative-ai/).


https://uoft.me/pdt-faq

6. Course Schedule:
*Please see below calendar....
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M. UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO
May 2025
Sun Mon Wed Thu Fri Sat
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Semester/Classes Begin
Prof Mclvor Office Hours 10- Lecture 2 (6:10-8pm):
Lecture 1 (6:10-8pm): 11am Topic 1
Intro to Course
1 12 13 14 15 16 17
Lecture 3 (6:10-8pm): Lecture 4 (6:10-8pm):
Topic 2 Topic 3
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
VICTORIA DAY Research Article | Lecture 5 (6:10-8pm): o o A rticle |[Research Article
(University Closed) Due Topic 4 Extension Ends | Peer Grading
Starts
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Lecture 6 (6:10-8pm): Lecture 7 (6:10-8pm): R‘:feargh ‘Lc\"_'tic'e
NO CLASS Topic 5 eerEnrda ng
(Peer Grading Day)




June 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
; Last Day to Drop .
PeEe)(l;;rsaiil:g Prof McIvorﬁi::;:e Hours 10- Lecture 9 (6:10-8pm): Peer G_radlng
Ends Lecture 8 (6:10-8pm): Topic 7 Reflection Due
Topic 6
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Peer Grading | Lecture 10 (6:10-8pm): Lecture 11 (6:10-8pm): Revised
Reflection Topic 8 Topic 9 Research Article
Extension Due
Ends
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Revised .
Research Final Test
Article Due
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29
Final Test
Grace
Period
Ends

11
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