
SOC485H1F – Logics of Collective Action 

From Revolution to Infrapolitics 

Fall 2025 

Schedule: Fridays, 11:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Location: See ACORN 

Instructor: Moutaa Amine El Waer 

Email: moutaaamine.elwaer@utoronto.ca 

Office: Department of Sociology, 700 University Avenue, 17th Floor 

Office hours: By appointment 

 

Please take the time to regularly consult the page of this course on Quercus, to be aware of the 

announcements, clarifications and potential updates on this syllabus. Beyond that, 

communication in-class and by other means will be delivered consistently to ensure that 

everyone has the needed information. 

 

 

Land Acknowledgement 

The University of Toronto is located on Indigenous land. For thousands of years this land has 

been the traditional territory of the Huron-Wendat, the Seneca and, most recently, the 

Mississaugas of the Credit River. The region is protected by the Dish with One Spoon Wampum, 

which is an agreement to share and protect the land and its resources. The colonization of 

Canada by European settlers was marked by deeply harmful practices toward Indigenous 

communities. These included the violation of treaties, the forced removal and enrollment of 

Indigenous children in residential schools, the crisis of missing and murdered Indigenous 

women and girls (MMIWG), the coerced sterilization of Indigenous women, and the systemic 

marginalization of Indigenous peoples. Across Turtle Island many Indigenous peoples work 

toward decolonization by resisting colonial practices and building international solidarity with 

all colonized peoples globally. I encourage you to learn more about the past movements and 

initiatives and contribute positively in their present and future struggles.   

 

Course Description 

Collective action is a fundamental component of contemporary social and political dynamics. 

Whether formal or informal, it often serves as a powerful catalyst for social and political 

transformation. This course explores the diverse strategies employed by various social groups 

to advance their agendas, ideals, rights, and interests. While the primary focus is on social 

movements, we will also examine the roles played other stakeholders such as political parties, 

trade unions, social media, marginalized communities, etc. 

In this seminar, several editorial choices have been made that warrant explanation. First, the 

seminar does not attempt to cover all existing approaches in social movement studies, political 

science, and sociology regarding collective action. Instead, we have chosen to focus on recent, 

innovative approaches that are often underrepresented due to their non-dominant status and that 
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draw on concepts from other disciplines. Second, given the diversity of collective actors, 

generalization is challenging, if not impossible. As a result, the selected readings emphasize 

partial analyses, focusing on specific aspects of collective action and placing significant 

emphasis on empirical analysis. 

 

Prerequisities 

The prerequisites to take SOC485H1F, is completion of 1.0 SOC credits at the 300-level. 

Students without this requirement will be removed at any time discovered, and without notice. 

 

Learning Objectives 

The primary goal of this course is to equip students with the theoretical and analytical tools 

necessary for a deeper understanding of how collective action functions. Students will be 

encouraged to critically examine the theoretical notions commonly used in social movement 

studies (such as interests, identities, commitment, trajectory, mobilization, democracy, and 

representation) and to assess their relevance for understanding collective mobilization 

phenomena. Collaborative work (discussions and debates during sessions) will help clarify 

academic vocabulary and foster connections between various concepts. 

The seminar is structured around four specific objectives: 

• Understanding Complexity: To grasp the complexity of the phenomena studied by 

considering collective action as an ongoing social construct rather than a fixed entity. 

• Acknowledging Diversity: To consider the multiplicity of empirical situations in which 

collective action occurs. 

• Engaging with Reality: To engage with the concrete realities of collective action by 

exploring how it is constructed through fieldwork exercises and informational capsules, 

complementing the abstract knowledge gained from readings. 

• Critical Analysis: To develop skills in critically reading and discussing scientific texts, 

as well as making connections between multiple texts. 

 

Assignments and Evaluation Criteria 

Type Due Date Percentage  

In class participation Each week 16% 

One Information Capsule Week of your choice 4% 

Reading Grid Week of your choice 10%  

Proposal September 29 10% 

Annotated Bibliography October 13 10% 

Interview Transcription November 17 5% 

Poster November 28 15% 



Final Paper December 1 30% 

 

Assignments Related to Readings (Total: 30%) 

In-class participation (16%) [every class] Individual 

Participating actively in class activities is the most efficient way to learn the course content. 

Students are expected to read all the readings before class and participate in discussions and 

activities, which will occupy a significant portion of each session.  

Your participation will be assessed based on both your attendance and your contribution to class 

activities. However, you can also post your comments and questions about the reading before 

the start of the session in the weekly discussion available on Quercus. The grade is divided into 

two components:  

- 6 points, simply reward attendance in the 12 different sessions of the course;  

- 10 points will be awarded according to class participation in person and on Quercus 

for the weeks 2 to 11.  

All students benefit from one unjustified absence ticket that they can use without consequences 

on the final grade. An absence declaration is required to justify all other absences. Unjustified 

absence from any other session results in the loss of 0.5 points related to attendance and 1 point 

related to participation. It is not possible to participate in the week discussion on Quercus for 

an absent student. If you require any special accommodations for class participation, please 

notify me by email as soon as possible. 

Information Capsule (4%) [Week of your choice] Individual 

To bridge theory and practice, students will present in-class a 3-minute "information capsule" 

on a current topic. Each student must prepare one capsule during the session of their choice. 

At the start of the session you’ve selected, you will present a recent world, Canadian, or local 

event that connects in some way to the content of the previous session. Your goal is to link 

this news item to the readings and discussions from the previous week, and to reflect on how 

our collective work helps you interpret or understand it differently. 

Reading Grid (10%) [Week of your choice] Individual 

Weekly readings are essential for preparing each session (please refer to the detailed 

bibliography). To support discussion and engagement, we will use tools such as reading grids 

and conceptual maps. A reading grid is a document that summarizes the key elements of a 

reading. 

Each student will be required to submit one reading grid during the semester, for the 

session of their choice. The reading grid must be submitted at least 30 minutes before the 

start of the selected session. 

Additional guidance on how to prepare a reading grid will be provided during Week 2 of the 

course. 

READING TEXTS IS MANDATORY 

 



 

 

Assignments Related to the Fieldwork project (Total: 70%)  

The assignments in this section follow a scaffolded approach, where each task builds upon the 

previous one to prepare you for the final submission. 

In this seminar, you must choose one of the following practical assignments: 

1. Conduct field research on a collective action. 

This team-based research project involves the following steps: 

• Form your team by selecting your collaborators. 

• Choose a topic and define a preliminary research question. 

• Identify the data you need, where to find it, and how to collect it (methods). 

• Locate relevant references and annotate a selection of them. 

• Carry out data collection and begin your analysis. 

• Create a scientific poster that presents the current stage of your research. 

• Print and present the poster to the class. 

• Use feedback from the presentation to refine your analysis and continue writing 

your final research paper ; OR 

2. Plan a collective action you would like to undertake in the future. 

This team-based project involves several key steps: 

• Form your team by choosing your collaborators. 

• Identify a problem that requires collective action. 

• Outline the steps needed to build an effective and impactful initiative. 

• Determine the data you need, where to find it, and how to collect it (methods). 

• Locate relevant references and annotate a selection of them. 

• Conduct data collection and begin your analysis. 

• Create a scientific poster that presents the current stage of your project. 

• Print and present the poster to the class. 

• Use feedback from the presentation to refine your analysis and continue writing 

your final research paper. 

The choice of topic will depend on your interests and the feasibility of the project. This 

project should be done in pairs. 

The goal of the research project is to offer students the opportunity to study a specific 

movement of interests while exploring the perspectives of the actors (potentially) involved in 

it. This helps them to make the theoretical lessons learned in class concrete. It also helps 

students escape from several widespread reductive visions, particularly those conveyed by the 



media, on these social movements. In addition, the assignment reinforces qualitative research 

skills developed in other courses by giving students the opportunity to apply and refine their 

ability to design, conduct, and analyze collective data. 

We will dedicate part of the third session to help you choose the option that best suits you and 

guide you in your decision. 

Proposal (10%) (Due: September 29) Teamwork 

Submit a 500 words document outlining the format you chosen for your project, the topic you 

wish to explore and the specific problem you wish to resolve in your fieldwork, supported by 

a well-reasoned argument. We want to understand why is it personally meaningful to you, 

why it holds relevance for others, and how your work can make a thoughtful contribution to 

it. This proposal should also include an estimate of the data you will need and a description of 

the fieldwork you plan to conduct to gather it. 

Evaluation Criteria: Clarity of the topic description and the relevance of the argumentation 

justifying the choice. 

Annotated Bibliography (10%) (Due: October 13) Teamwork 

Submit an annotated bibliography of eight relevant scientific references that address your 

topic. Each annotation should be two paragraphs. The first paragraph will be a summary of the 

article. In the second paragraph explain why the article is relevant to your research topic. You 

should present a list of additional 15 references (at least, 10 academic ones) that you will 

consult and use to analyse the data and prepare your final paper. Proper citation is required for 

all references. 

Evaluation Criteria: Relevance of the chosen texts, quality of the analysis. 

Interview Transcription (5%) (Due: November 17) Individual 

During your research, each team member must conduct two interviews with participants 

whose profiles are relevant to your project (each team must therefore conduct four interviews 

in total). You must choose one interview and transcribe it in full. The transcription should be 

preceded by a description of the interview conditions and relevant metadata to help 

contextualize its content (date, length, characteristics of the interviewee, location of the 

interview, and how the person was recruited). The transcription must be submitted along with 

the corresponding audio file. 

Poster Presentation (15%) (Due: November 28) Teamwork 

Present an almost-final version of your fieldwork in the form of a printed scientific poster. 

The goal is to communicate your research progress to the class in an engaging and accessible 

way, receiving feedback from peers and me to refine your final paper. 

Evaluation Criteria: Quality of the poster and its presentation, including the ability to clearly 

explain the fieldwork content and communicate it effectively to a non-expert audience. Note 

that a small budget should be allocated for printing your poster. 

Final Paper (30%) (Due: December 1) Teamwork 

The final assignment is a paper based on your fieldwork and should follow one of the formats 

outlined below. The structure of the paper will depend on the nature of your project: 

• Traditional Research Project 

This format involves conducting field investigations. The paper should be between 

4,500 and 5,500 words and must include: a clear problem statement; a literature 



review; a presentation of the methods and data; and an analysis of the data that 

integrates theoretical concepts from the course and the literature. Practical tools will 

be provided to support your work. 

Evaluation emphasis: the quality of the data and the depth of its analysis using 

relevant theoretical frameworks. 

• Planning a Collective Action 

This format involves designing a future collective initiative. The paper should be 

between 4,500 and 5,500 words and must include: a presentation of the problem 

(what is going wrong?); a description of the proposed action; a justification of the 

action (why do you believe it is a realistic and effective solution?); a literature review 

of similar initiatives; a discussion of methods and data; a detailed outline of the steps 

required for successful implementation; potential challenges and strategies to 

overcome them. Theoretical concepts covered in class should be applied throughout. 

Evaluation emphasis: the quality of the problem diagnosis, the precision and 

feasibility of the action plan, and the coherence between the proposed solution, the 

identified problem, and the supporting data. 

General Evaluation Criteria: 

Adherence to the required format, relevance and originality of the topic, and meaningful 

connections to course themes and discussions. 

In addition to the final paper, each team must submit the transcripts and audio files of all 

four interviews. If, at the time of submission, one team member has not completed their 

share of interviews (i.e., two interviews), their teammate will not be penalized directly, but the 

overall quality of the analysis may be affected due to the reduced data. The student who fails 

to complete their interviews will have 8 points deducted from their final grade for each 

missing interview. No interviews will be accepted after submission of the final paper. 

A dedicated session will address methodological issues, including a workshop on conducting 

qualitative interviews. Further details about the expectations for the final paper will be 

provided during that session. 

 

Course Policies  

Deadlines 

The assignments are due online via Quercus by 17:59 (11:59 p.m. EST) for the stated date.  

Missed tests and assignments 

Students who miss a paper deadline or a test will receive a mark of zero for that paper or test 

unless the reason is a circumstance beyond their control. Within three days of missing a paper 

deadline or test, students must send the instructor a request for consideration. Students must 

document their request with one of the following: 

• Absence declaration via ACORN (can only be used once during the semester) 

• U of T Verification of Illness or Injury Form 

• College Registrar’s letter (e.g., in case of personal/family crisis or emergency) 

• Letter of Academic Accommodation from Accessibility Services 



Students who miss the test or are late in submitting an assignment for other reasons, such as 

family or other personal reasons, should request their College Registrar to email the instructor. 

Accessibility 

If you require accommodations or have any accessibility concerns, please visit 

http://studentlife.utoronto.ca/accessibility as soon as possible. Please inform me of the situation 

as soon as possible so that I can arrange the necessary accommodations in time. 

Email policy 

Please use your utoronto email when corresponding. Your emails will receive an answer within 

two working days. My general advice is to keep email exchanges short and to the point. Keep 

exchanges that require more in-depth discussion (if you need help with course material) to 

office hours.  

Use always your University of Toronto email and please, add the course code in the title.  

Generative Artificial Intelligence 

Students are encouraged to make use of technology, including generative artificial intelligence 

tools, to contribute to their understanding of course materials. Students may use artificial 

intelligence tools, including generative AI, to enhance their learning or assist with assignments 

in this course, except for the annotated bibliography and the final paper. In all cases, please 

be aware that you are responsible for the work submitted.  

If you decide to use artificial intelligence tools, know that you must properly cite it in the 

appendix. This documentation should include the appellations of the used tools, how you used 

them (ex. what questions you asked) and in what form they were incorporated in you work (ex. 

copying identical paragraphs or sentences, paraphrased paragraphs or sentences, etc.).  

To cite properly content created by artificial intelligence, you can consult resources provided 

by the library of the University of Toronto 

(https://guides.library.utoronto.ca/c.php?g=251103&p=5296636) or those published by many 

other institutions, available online. 

 

Course Schedule and Assignments 

Week 1 – September 5 - Introduction 

Week 2 – September 12 – Fighting for the climate: communality and contradictions 

In-class activity: choose your teammate 

Week 3 – September 19 – Foundations Revisited: Early Approaches and Their Legacy 

In-class activity: choose the type of project and start thinking of the topic 

Week 4 – September 26 – Methods: how to study collective action? 

In-class activity: choose the topic and the movement (or the action) to study (to organize) 

Week 5 – October 3 – Commitment to racist activism  

In-class activity: prepare your research methods 

Week 6 – October 10 – Bringing Capitalism Back into Social Movement Analysis 

In-class activity: conduct a qualitative interview 

https://guides.library.utoronto.ca/c.php?g=251103&p=5296636


Week 7 – October 17 – Revolutions and protests in Times of Crisis  

In-class activity: research ethics and reflexivity 

Week 8 – October 24 – Edge Cases: Resistance, Disguised, Individualized Collective 

Actions 

READING WEEK (October 27- October 31) 

Week 9 – November 7 – Outcomes of collective action 

In-class activity: 3-minutes presentation on the current progress of your team’s project 

Week 10 – November 14 – Biographical consequences of activism 

In-class activity: work on your poster 

Week 11 – November 21 – Collective action in colonial settings 

Week 12 – November 28 – Mini-Colloquium 

Assignment: Presentation of students’ scientific posters 
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